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Overview: 

 
This activity focuses on investigating the kinds of historic houses that have 
been preserved and why those houses have been preserved. 

 
Standards: 
 

• History Standard 1:  Students understand the chronological organization 
of history and know how to organize events and people into major eras to 
identify and explain historical relationships.   

 
• History Standard 2:  Students know how to use the processes and 

resources of historical inquiry. 
 

• History Standard 4:  Students understand how science, technology, and 
economic activity have developed, changed, and affected societies 
throughout history. 

 
• Reading and Writing Standard 2:  Students write and speak for a variety of 

purposes and audiences.    
 
Objectives: 
 
After completing this activity, students will be able to: 
 

• Identify different historic houses that have been preserved. 
 

• Describe how historic houses in Colorado have been preserved. 
 

• Express values and opinions about the importance of historic 
preservation.   

 
Inquiry Questions: 
 

• What are some of the houses from the 1800s that still exist today? 
 

• How were these houses kept from being destroyed? 
 

• What value do these houses have in helping us know about how people 
lived then? 
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Procedure: 
 

1. Introduce students to examples of historic houses available in your 
locality.  For example, the metro-Denver area includes such early houses 
as the sod house at the plains Conservation Center (a reconstruction), the 
log and frame houses at the Littleton Museum, and the road station/farm 
house at Four Mile House Park.  Late 19th and early 20th century houses 
include the Molly Brown House, the Streer House at Belmar Museum, and 
Hiwan House in Evergreen. 

 
2. Visit the historic houses that you want to feature, take photographs, and 

pick up brochures about the houses. 
 

3. Divide the class into small groups and assign one historic house to each 
group.  Give them the following questions: 

• Where is the house located? 
• Who is responsible for maintaining it? 
• What value does the house have in helping us know about how 

people lived in the past? 
 

4. Ask the students to write a letter to the curator or director of the historic 
house.  The letter should include the following: 

• Questions that students may have about the house. 
• Questions they may have about the curator and how he/she 

became a curator. 
• Their own thoughts about what the house means to them. 

 
5. Have students read to the class any responses they may receive. 

 
6. Plan a field trip to one or more of these historic houses to let students 

experience the value of historic preservation first-hand. 
 
 

 


